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A Museum
of Discovery
and Progress

Celebrating the centennial of the
National Academy of Sciences
building, 1924-2024.

he National Academy of Sciences

maintained numerous scientific

exhibits for the public from the
building’s opening in 1924 until the
building closed to visitors in 1941, when
the United States entered World War II.
The public areas were designed to be a
“museum of discovery and progress,’
as described in a 1923 prospectus by
the Academy’s Committee on Exhibits.
These exhibits illustrated fundamental
phenomena of nature and recent scientific
discoveries. They were displayed in and
around the Great Hall, where visitors could
view and, in some cases, operate them.

The Foucault pendulum and

spectrograph in the Great Hall
were central to the exhibits. Seven
rooms surrounding the Great Hall
showcased museum artifacts and
scientific research from government,
industry, and university laboratories.
These included a magnetograph for
continuous visual displays of magnetic
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