Photography of
the Anthropocene

JAMES BALOG

For four decades, James Balog has photographed the beauty
of the world’s natural resources as well as the impact of
climate change on the Earth and its inhabitants. His projects
explore the consequences of human behavior as it has begun
to affect the stability of the natural world and the health of its
citizens. He has focused his camera on the intertwined events
of melting glaciers, rising seas, warming oceans, polluted
air, increased temperatures, and the destructive forces of
ferocious hurricanes, floods, and wildfires.

As an artist, Balog pushes aesthetic boundaries to
create simultaneously engaging and disquieting individual
photographs, as well as websites and films. Through his work,
he aims to stimulate public awareness and mobilize action
on behalf of the Earth and its populations. Widely published
and exhibited as a photographer, Balog also collects data
and visual evidence on climate and environmental change.
He created the Extreme Ice Survey in 2007 to document
and measure the retreat of glaciers around the world. All
of Balog’s photographic essays relate to his conviction that
human behavior is changing our globe and that these changes
are, in turn, having serious impacts on humanity.

The exhibition James Balog: Photography of the Anthropocene is on
display at the National Academy of Sciences building from October 4,
2021, through May 2, 2022. The traveling exhibition is accompanied
by Balog’s new book, The Human Element: A Time Capsule from the
Anthropocene (Rizzoli, 2021). All works are courtesy of the artist.
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Crushed House after Hurricane Irma, South Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, USA, September 12, 2017.

WINTER 2022 69




Burning ethanol in a steel
pan to study flame dynamics
and flame buoyancy at

the US Forest Service's
Missoula Fire Sciences Lab.
Fire Plume #1, Missoula,
Montana, USA, 2015.
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Giant Sequoia, “Stagg,”
Camp Nelson, California,
USA, December 28, 2001.
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Tire Tracks, Bonneville Salt
Flats, Utah, USA, 2019. The
Bonneville Salt Flats are a
densely packed salt pan in
Tooele County in northwest-
ern Utah. The area is a rem-
nant of the Pleistocene Lake
Bonneville and is the largest
of many salt flats located
west of the Great Salt Lake.
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Copper Berg, Jakobshavn Isbree,
Greenland, August 24, 2007.
Icebergs that have rolled over

and been scalloped by waves
metamorphose into fantastic shapes.
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Ancient Air Bubbles Released By
Melting of Greenland Ice Sheet,
Greenland, 2008. Air trapped in
ice more than 10,000 years ago is
now being released as the Green-
land ice sheet melts.
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